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Edgar Matobato describes his 24 years as an assassin for the Davao Death Squad,
an organization he said was created by Rodrigo Duterte, the new president of the
Philippines.

Philippines secret death squads: officer claims police teams behind
wave of killings
by Kate Lamb in Manila Tuesday 4 October 2016 04.35 BST Discussion "We are not
that bad policemen or bad individuals. We are just a tool, we are just angels that
God gave talent to, you know, to get these bad souls back to heaven and cleanse
them."

The words flow unnervingly from the mouth of the policeman, a senior officer in the
Philippines national police (PNP), as he explains his role in 87 killings in the past
three months.

It's not about killing for pleasure, or being a "homicidal maniac", he says. There is
a higher purpose at play.

"We are here as angels. Like St Michael and St Gabriel, right," he says.

Well in excess of 3,600 people have been killed in the Philippines since 1 July this
year, when Rodrigo Duterte was inaugurated as president and initiated his war on
drugs and crime. More than half of those murders have been perpetrated by
unknown vigilantes.
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The mass killings have sparked international concern; from the United Nations to
Barack Obama and his US administration, as well as from Human Rights Watch and
Amnesty International. Amnesty has issued warnings about the "climate of
lawlessness and fear that has gripped the country".

They have unleashed the beast from the cage to neutralise those criminals

Senior police officer

The fear is that the Philippines has slipped into an era of the death squad. The
situation is unlikely to have been helped by the president's own words and
allegations made against him. Last week Duterte, after citing Hitler and the
Holocaust, said he would happily "slaughter" three million drug addicts.

That was preceded by a revealing testimony at an ongoing senate inquiry last
month, where a self-confessed assassin testified that Duterte, in his previous
incarnation as the longtime mayor of the city of Davao, had ordered the killing of
criminals and his opponents - and in one case even personally "finished off" an
employee from the justice department with a sub-machine gun.

Reports of such macabre acts have only added weight to stories about assassins
currently employed by police to get rid of suspected drug pushers.

Now, for the first time, a serving officer is revealing the inner workings of what he
claims is an officially sanctioned, albeit secret, campaign to rid the streets of
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unwanted citizens.

In the past three months he claims dozens of individuals have been killed - or in
Philippine police talk, "neutralised" - by this officer and his "special ops" team
alone.

It is the unknown side of Duterte's dirty drug war - but it hasn't come out of
nowhere.

Death comes after a phone call

A police officer on a routine patrol in Manila. It is claimed that some police are
secretly involved in extra-judicial killings.

A police officer on a routine patrol in Manila. It is claimed that some police are
secretly involved in extrajudicial killings. Photograph: Patrick Tombola

The police officer sits beyond a beaded curtain in the back room of a Manila brothel
as he begins to tell the story of his job.

The officer, who the Guardian says it has independently verified as an active
member of the national force, appears at ease here. He feels secure and chose this
place to talk.

"Sometimes I just come here for a good night's sleep," he jokes, eyeing the single
mattress in the nondescript private room, the old air conditioner the only thing on
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the walls, humming noisily in the tropical heat.

Later he says brothels are discreet places for discussions that he doesn't want
anyone to hear.

But first he reveals what for many will be shocking details of his employment in a
death squad.

"They have created us. The term is "they have unleashed the beast from the cage'
right, to neutralise those criminals," he says.

The officer claims he is part of one of 10 newly formed and highly secretive police
special operations teams, each with 16 members.

He claims the teams are coordinated to execute a list of targets: suspected drug
users, dealers and criminals.

The killings mostly take place at night, he says, with the officers hooded and
dressed in all black. They set their watches, giving themselves one minute or two
to extract target individuals from their houses and kill on the spot - swift, precise,
no witnesses.

He claims they then dump the bodies - in the next town or under a bridge - or they
plaster masking tape around the head of the corpse and place a cardboard sign on
the body that reads "drug lord" or "pusher".

"We put placards in order for the media, in order for those investigating [the]
bodies to redirect their investigation," he explains, leading them to think: "Why
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should I investigate this guy, he is a drug pusher, he is a rapist, never mind with
that one, I will just investigate the others. It's a good thing for him that happened
to him.'"

In the Philippines they have a term for it: "salvage" victim. Someone killed and
dumped in the street or thrown in the river. A corpse that is later salvaged.

There have been many killings lately, the officer jokes, that these days you can
easily get away with any kind of murder: "You can kill him, put masking tape on
him and everybody is going to think that guy is a drug pusher."

The officer says he was first deployed just after Duterte was elected to his special
operations team, which was being formed for national security.

He recalls his first meeting in which superiors allegedly described what was to
happen next.

"And then they are briefing us that, 'From now on it will be a different story. All
those pending cases that identified hardened criminals on drugs and hardened
murderers, we are going to have to neutralise them, so that's the order. We need
your special skills.'"

He says the team leader is contacted via radio and a specific code - each special
ops officer is known by a numeric code - and told to report to base. There they are
given a dossier of targets, files of drug dealers, users and criminals to "neutralise".

"Like, for example, they will send us a picture, a profile of this individual," explains
the officer. "Automatically, one or two of my team will go to the place where this
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individual dwells and then of course first we are going to conduct background
checks."

Just because you're a journalist you are not exempted from assassination if you're
a son of a bitch Rodrigo Duterte The team investigates the individuals to
determine whether they are involved in drug dealing or other illegal activities,
whether they are "God-fearing" or a "parasite", and then acts accordingly.

"So that's how we weigh him, so maybe we conduct our own justice," he says. "And
of course the government is ordering us to do so."

The officer, dressed in a red sports shirt and jeans, argues the special ops teams
are doing a service for society, perhaps giving a hint at his motivation for speaking
about such a sensitive subject.

We are the kind of policemen that we don't just kill for pleasure," he explains. "But
if we think this is a hardened individual or hardened criminal who makes his living
as a parasite to others, well we will have no conscience. We are going to give him
the worst death [so] that even Satan cannot look straightforward to him because
he has a very bad death."

The allegations from the officer are shocking. And although the Guardian says it
can verify the policeman's rank and his service history, there is no independent,
official confirmation for the allegations of state complicity and police coordination
in mass murder. More More

Philippines Death Squad Killings -- Interview with Former Hitman
/
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Further Reading
Duterte's Death Squads Threaten the safety of Women and Children
Sexual Harassment of Women in the Philippines promoted by Duterte Fans
Safety of Filipino Women & Children Jeopardized By Duterte Edict to Bury
Marcos a Hero
Fear Spreads in Philippines as Women on Drug List Raped
RINJ Continues to Warn Filipino Girls in National Emergency
RINJ Foundation Urgent warning to Women of the Philippines

‣ Rape, in the course of war, dates back to antiquity, ancient enough to have been
mentioned in the Bible. From time immemorial, rape has been regarded as spoils of
war. Now it will be considered a war crime. We want to send out a strong message
that rape is no longer a trophy of war but a serious war crime. ~ The RINJ
Foundation
RINJ: Rape Is No Joke → Twitter: @RapeIsNoJoke → @RapeIsNoJoke on FaceBook
RINJ Links:→ Home → Contact → RINJ Google+ → Nurse Travel Notices → About → Volunteer →
Define Rape → Misogynists → Gropers → PTSD/PTRS → Articles List → News → Donate
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RINJ Principals

"RINJ" (RINJ.ngo / RINJ.ong ) is a private, non-profit, association of humanitarians including nurses, midwives, medics,
EMS workers, doctors, lawyers and investigators fighting for the safety of women and children around the world. This
association of members comprises an organized and structured global NGO, Civil Society group and *Social Movement.
(*Including several of its subsidiary units RINJ in some regions seeks to empower oppressed population elements to mount
effective challenges and resist the more powerful and advantaged elites.)
The RINJ Foundation
RINJ operates 100% on funds from private funders to ensure RINJ
freedom to offer humanitarian assistance when & where needed; &
maintain RINJ independence from political, religious & economic influence.
RINJ volunteers provide assistance to women and children in distress, to survivors of natural or man-made disasters &
to victims of armed conflict. RINJ fills its role regardless of race, religion, creed or political convictions.
RINJ volunteers observe neutrality and impartiality in the name of universal medical ethics; the rule of law; and the
universal right to humanitarian assistance.
RINJ claims full & unfettered freedom in the exercise of its functions.
RINJ volunteer/members undertake to respect professional codes of ethical standards & maintain independence from
political, economic or religious powers.
RINJ volunteers/members understand the risks and dangers of the missions they carry out and make no claim for
themselves or their assigns for any form of compensation other than that which The RINJ Foundation might be able to
afford them.
Impartiality & neutrality are not equal to silence. When RINJ workers witness extreme acts of violence against individuals
or groups, the organisation may speak out publicly. RINJ may seek to bring attention to extreme need and unacceptable
suffering when access to justice or lifesaving medical care is impeded, when medical facilities come under threat,
when crises like rape for the purpose of genocide are neglected, or when the provision of aid is inadequate or abused.
Crimes Against Humanity, 2012 to 2018-03-17. RINJ Claims the right for any of its members capable, to arrest and
detain for transport to the Hague any ISIS person who
1) in a contiguous set of actions to or from the moment of being observed comitting an act in contravention of the Rome
Statute; and
2) who in so doing also simultaneously claims to be or showing that they are, by uniform, flag bearing, or outright
statement, members of the alleged War Criminal Group known as "The Islamic State".
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